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AUSTRALASIAN OIL AND GAS CONFERENCE 2014 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.05 pm]: This morning 
I represented the state government at the Australasian Oil and Gas Conference 2014. This conference is 
held annually in Perth, and over the past few years has broken records to become Australia’s largest oil and 
gas exhibition, with over 500 exhibitors from 20 countries attending. In 2013, this conference attracted 
15 000 attendees, delivered $334 million in potential business leads, and generated $19 million in local 
expenditure. 

The Australasian Oil and Gas Conference 2014 is likely to raise the bar yet again as this year it merged with the 
Subsea Australasia Conference. In addition to the conference and exhibition, there will also be a graduate careers 
day and other networking opportunities for attendees. This year also introduced the “Australian Innovation 
Zone”, a group stand of 24 individual pods that form the Australian industry participation area and the Australian 
Marine Complex stand. This zone will showcase innovative local and regional small-to-medium enterprises and 
their respective products and services. 

The Australasian Oil and Gas Conference 2014 has been supported again by the state government’s Department 
of Commerce and this continued support will ensure that the conference goes from strength to strength and that 
Perth is recognised as an energy city similar to Houston and Aberdeen. Today, I opened the first plenary session, 
which was dubbed “The Big Picture”. It focused on WA’s major projects and Australia’s attractiveness as an 
investment destination. 

I have to say that in terms of major global projects, there are no bigger projects than WA’s current producing oil 
and gas projects, and no bigger projects than those that are currently under construction in Western Australia. Oil 
and gas in WA is a very much the big picture. The state’s liquefied natural gas sector alone is well on the way to 
create the sort of economic opportunities that are seen only once in a generation. What is happening in 
Western Australia are nation-changing projects that could see Australia overtake Qatar by the end of this decade 
as the world’s largest LNG producer. Nevertheless, Australia has competition from emerging LNG exporters, 
particularly those in North America and East Africa. To continue developing LNG facilities in Australia we must 
persist with addressing our international competitiveness. This cannot be done solely by government or by 
industry. We must work together to cut green and red tape, improve productivity, address skills shortages and 
encourage and develop research and innovation. 

Personally, I am very optimistic about the future of Western Australia’s oil and gas sector and all the 
opportunities it presents. I congratulate the Australasian Oil and Gas Conference organisers for once again 
delivering a world-leading conference and exhibition here in Perth, the oil and gas hub of Australasia. 
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